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Serving proudly since 1946,

HISTORY OF THE BEAVERCREEK FIRE DEPARTMENT: 1946-1979

In 1941, John Scott, Owner And Operator Of Knollwood Florist, Decided That The
Knollwood Area Could Use Some Help In Extinguishing Fires At Their Homes Or On Their
Property. Having A Panel Truck For His Business, He Used The Truck And Purchased Portable
Fire Extinguishers, Shovels And Rakes For The Purpose Of Fighting Fires. For Manpower, He
Used His Own Employees And Some Loca Residents He Had Recruited. He Installed A Siren
On His Greenhouse. He Let It Be Known To The Community That If They Had A Fire And
Needed Help That They Could Call The Greenhouse To Report Their Fire. He Would Then
Activate The Siren For The Volunteers To Come To The Greenhouse And They Would Respond
To The Fire.

In 1945, Mr. Scott Convinced The Township Trustees To Put A $15,000.00 Bond Issue On
The Bdlot To Start A Township Fire Department. The Trustees At The Time Were Grover
Wolf, Otto Zink And Crawford Coy. The Bond Issue Passed And The $15,000.00 Did Purchase
Two New Chevrolet Fire Pumpers. In Addition, There Was Enough Money To Purchase
Material For The First Beavercreek Fire Station. It Was Located On South Central Drive In
Knollwood.

The Trustees Rented Two Bays From Marshall Bros. Garage, Located On DaytonXenia Rd.
Near Factory Rd. That Became Beavercreek’s Second Station. That Building Was Where Elano
Corporation Is Now Located.

Tom Ferguson Was Township Road Superintendent So The Trustees Appointed Him To
Serve As Beavercreek’s First Fire Chief.

The Township Was Divided Into Two Digtricts. District #1 Was East Of Fairfield Rd.
William Calvert Was District #1 Chief. District #2 Was West Of Fairfield Rd. And John Scott
Was District #2 Chief.

In 1946, The Two Fire Pumpers Were Delivered And, With Some Basic Training In Fire
And Emergency, The Volunteers Who Had Been Recruited For Stations #1 And #2 Started The
Beavercreek Township Fire Department.

In 1950, The Trustees Felt That Being Road Superintendent And Fire Chief Was Too Much
Of A Burden For Tom Ferguson. They Relieved Him Of His Being Fire Chief And Appointed
John Scott Township Fire Chief. :
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| Was A Lieutenant At #1 Station Until 1950. At This Time Bill Calvert Resigned And |
Was Appointed District Chief At Station #1. | Might Add That We Received No Pay For Any
Of These Positions, It Was All Volunteer.

Between 1946 And 1950, The Volunteers From Station #1 Purchased A Used Jeep And
Made A Utility Vehicle For Grass Fires And Other Emergencies.

Station #2 Volunteers Purchased A Used Parel Truck With Their Own Money And Made A
Combination Utility Vehicle And Ambulance Out Of It.

In 1950, The Residents In The N.E. Corner Of Beavercreek Known As New Germany
Decided That They Needed A Fire Station In Their Area. The Trustees Gave Them Their
Blessings And Station #3 Was Started. The Station Was Built On The Northern Part Of Grange
Hall Rd. Near New Germany Trebein Rd. Labor Was By Volunteers And Material Was Paid For
By The Township.

By The Time Station #3 Was Built, A Used Fire Pumper Purchased By The Township Was
Delivered To Them. In Addition, The Firefighters From #3 Bought A Used Semi Tractor Tanker
That Held Approximately 5,000 Gallons Of Water. Back In Those Days We Had To Haul Our
Own Water, There Was No Greene County Water Department, Only Wells. At Fires We Had To
Haul Our Water From Nearby Creeks And Ponds. Each Of Our Fire Pumpers, #1, #2 And #3,
Hauled 750 Gallons Of Water.

In 1952, The Trustees Purchased Four Two-Way Radios, One For Each Of He Three
Pumpers And One For A Base Station.

In 1956, Chief Scott Persuaded The Trustees To Put A One-Mill Five-Y ear Operating Levy
On The November Ballot. The Levy Passed And The First Year It Produced Approximately
$23,000. Up Until Then Money Was In Short Supply. The Volunteers Had To Raise Their
Money By Having Square Dances, Cake Sales (With The Wives Baking The Cakes), And
Donations From Private Individuals And Businesses. Sometimes We Had To Ask For Money Or
Materials From Citizens Or Businesses.

When We Passed The One-Mill Operating Levy In 1956, We Told The People Of
Beavercreek That If They Would Pass The Fire Levy We Would Never Knock On Their Doors
Again For Donations. It Did Pass And We Didn’t Knock On Doors Again.

From That Time On, The Citizens Of Beavercreek Passed Our One-Mill Levy Every Five
Y ears And Were Still Doing It When | Retired In 1979.

In 1957, Land Was Purchased For Fire Station #1 At The Corner Of Dayton-XeniaRd. And
Forest Dr. A New Fire Station Was Built And This Also Became Beavercreek Fire
Headquarters.

In 1958, A New Fire Station Was Built On Indian Riffle Rd. Between N. Fairfield And

Grange Hall Rd. The Land That This Station Was Built On Was Donated To The Township By
George Henkle, A Plat Developer In Beavercreek. The Volunteers Provided Most Of The Labor
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And, Again, The Township Purchased The Materials. A Used Pumper Was Purchased From
Van Buren Twp., Now Kettering, For The New Station, Station #4.

In 1960, | Was Hired Full Time As Assistant Fire Chief And Fire Inspector. | Inspected
Public Places And Businesses For Fire Hazards Or Fire Code Violations. | Was Particularly
Well Received By The Beavercreek School System.

In 1963, The Trustees Purchased Three-Froths Of An Acre Of Ground On Dayton Xenia Rd.
Between Forestdale And Central Dr. A New, Modern Fire Station Was Built On This Site. This
Was #2 Station And Is Still Being Used Today.

John Scott Retired As Volunteer Fire Chief In 1964. Several Months Later The Trustees
Appointed Me Their Paid Fire Chief And Inspector. My Salary Was $6200.00 Per Y ear, Full
Time. With Businesses Moving To Beavercreek, We Needed And Hired Two Of Our
Volunteers As Fire Inspectors, Working Part Time 20 Hours A Week. They Were James
Valentine And Earl Boggs.

In 1972, We Hired Eugene C. Merrill, Who Was Station #4 District Chief, As A Full Time
Assistant Chief And Fire Inspector.

New Homes Were Being Built In Northern Beavercreek, So In 1973 It Was Decided To
Build A New Fire Station In That Area. A Station Was Built On Kemp Rd. Between N. Fairfield
And Hanes Rd. Replacing The Old One On Grange Hall Rd. That Station Is Still In Use.

We Also Decided To Remodel Fire Headquarters In 1973. We Added A Third Bay And
Offices To This Building On Dayton Xenia Rd. Across From Elano.

In 1974, We Began Having Ladies Apply To The Fire Department As Volunteers. We Did
Not Have Them Before For The Same Reasons Y ou Hear Today, Mostly That Ladies Didn’t
Belong In An All Male Job. 1 Was Reluctant To Have Them Join But They Soon Proved To Me
That They Were Just As Good As Men And A Great Asset To The Department. They Were
Particularly Good On Emergencies Involving Children And Older Adults. Some Of Them Were
Handicapped In Fire Situations Because They Didn’'t Have The Physical Size Or Strength That
Most Of The Men Had. But, As They Say, Sometimes Brains Take The Place Of Brawn And |
Was Very Pleased With The Contributions The Ladies Made To Our Department.

In 1975, Fourteen Of Us Started Paramedic Training. The Paramedic Course Consisted Of
240 Hrs. Of Classroom Schooling And 240 Hrs. Of On The Job Training At Different Dayton
Hospitals Covering Most Emergencies, |.E., Emergency Rooms, Ccu And Icu. In 1976, Eleven
Of Us Completed The Training And Passed The Course Of 480 Hrs. We Then Became Certified
Paramedics.

Over The Y ears Beavercreek Grew And With That Growth Our One-Mill Levy Produced
More Income. Due To The Fact That We Got Good Volunteers Practically Free, We Were Able
To Purchase Some Of The Finest Fire And Emergency Equipment In The Area.

We Had A Personnel Limit Of 25 Volunteers For Each Of The Four Fire Stations. Many
Times There Were Waiting Lists Of Persons Wanting To Become Firefighters. The
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Mid-1970’s, Volunteerism Was Beginning To Drop. We Began To Think About Hiring Some
Paid Men.

In 1978, We Were Able To Hire Four Full- Time Firefighters. First They Had To Pass A
Written Test, A Physical And A Background Check. The Trustees Hired The Top Four Of Nine
Applicants. Those Hired Were Dana Brewer, Greg Connors, Gail Thompson And Joe Bianco.
All Were Beavercreek Residents And Volunteers. They Were All Certified Paramedics And Had
Much Firefighting Training. They Were Sent For Additional Fire And Rescue Training At The
Dayton Fire Training Academy For 20 Weeks. Two Of The Four Are Now Captains And One Is
A Lieutenant On The Beavercreek Fire Department. One Left The Department For Another
City.

We Could Not Have Had All Of The Good Equipment And Fire Stations Had It Not Been
For The Many People, Particularly The Volunteers And Their Families, The Businesses That
Supported Us, And The Township Trustees Who Wanted Us To Be The Best We Could Be.

In October Of 1978 | Announced My Retirement To Be Effective January 1, 1979. The
Beavercreek Chamber Of Commerce, Businesses And Persons We Will Never Know, Gave My
Wife And Me A Wonderful Retirement Party At Wright State University. We Were Given
Many Nice Gifts, Including A Trip To Hawaii.
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FooT NOTES

Worst Accident: In My 32 Years On The Department | Saw Many Accidents, But The Most
Tragic Accident Occurred In March Of 1959 When A Station Wagon Was Struck By A Train At
The Factory Rd. Crossing. It Was Carrying Eight Girl Scouts And Two Adults. All Ten Were
Killed.

Worst Fire: The Largest And Most Spectacular Fire Occur red September 6, 1969 At The
Lammers Barrel Factory Located At Grange Hall And Patterson Rds.

We Called For Mutua Aid From Four Other Fire Departments But When The News Media
Reported The Fire, Thirteen Other Departments Responded To The Fire Scene. They Came To
See If They Could Be Any Assistance To Us. There Were A Magnitude Of Command Decisions
ToMake.

All Of The Water To Fight The Fire Had To Be Hauled To Us. Little Beaver Creek Was
Close By But The Heat From The Fire And The Exploding Of Chemical Drums Kept Us From
Using That Water. There Were Over 100,000 Gallons Of Flammable Liquids Burning. It Took
Us Nearly 12 Hrs. To Control The Fire. It Burned For Severa Days And We Had To Keep
Some Equipment There In Case Of Flare-Up.

We Were Fortunate To Have Had Only Three Injuries, The Worst Being A Broken Leg From
A Barrel That Was Blown Across The Street, Striking A Mad River Firefighter.

Fire Pay: 1n 1946, The Township Was Mostly Rural And The Tax Base Was Low. All
Volunteers Were Paid $1.00 Per Year In Order To Be Covered By Workman's Compensation.
Each Time A Station Was Called On A Fire Or Emergency, The Station Was Paid $4.00 For The
Call And $4.00 For Each Hour They Were On The Call.

Each Station Had Their Own Association And The Morey Made From The Fire And
Emergency Runs Was Paid To The Station Association. That Money Could Be Spent On
Additional Fire Equipment For The Men. Most Of The Volunteers At That Time Had To Buy
Their Own Fire Coats, Boots And Helmets. They Also Had To Pay For Their Own Sirens And
Red Lights.

In The 1960’'s As Our Tax Base Increased, The Township Had The Money To Pay For The
Necessities Plus Some Up To Date Fire And Emergency Equipment. As The Fire Runs
Increased, So Did The Pay To The Associations. Run Pay Went To $6.00 Per Call. The
Volunteers Did Not Kegp The Money For Themselves. By The Time That | Retired, The Fire
And Emergency Money Had Increased So That Each Station Was Receiving Two To Three
Thousand Dollars Per Year, Most Of It Going For Better Equipment.
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HISTORY OF DISPATCHING FOR THE BEAVERCREEK FIRE DEPARTMENT

In 1946 The Phones In Eastern Beavercreek Were On The Xenia Exchange And Western
Beavercreek Was On The Dayton Exchange. Both Fire Stations (#1 And #2) Had A Common
Dayton Phone Number. The #1 Station In Eastern Beavercreek Had To Have An Additional
Phone Number On The Xenia Exchange. It Was Difficult At Times As Some Residents Had To
Call Long Distance To Get The Fire Department. Four Different Homes Were Equipped With
Fire Phones. Emergency Calls Came In To All Of Those Homes Like A Party Line. Those
Homeowners Always Prearranged That At Least One Resident Would Be Home To Take Calls.
In Addition To That, They Were Able To Set Off The Sirens Located On Top Of The Fire
Stations. If Our Volunteers Heard The Siren, They Reported To Their Fire Station. The Person
Taking The Emergency Call Would Also Cal The District Chief And If He Was Not Home
Would Call The Next One On The List. In Turn, That Firefighter's Wife Would Call Two Other
Firefighters Homes. So On Down The List Of Phone Numbers Went The Call, Like A Chain
Reaction.

In The Late 1950's And Early 1960’ s Fire Monitors Were Purchased By The Township, The
Station Association Or By The Firefighters Themselves. Each Firefighter Had One At His
Home.

Elmer (Barney) Wolfe Was A Firefighter From 1946 To 1951. He Was A Farmer And
While Out Hunting On His Farm On Thanksgiving Day In 1951, He Stepped In A Hole And
Injured His Back. From That Accident He Became A Paraplegic And Had To Quit Farming. He
And His Wife, Wanda, And Their Three Sons Moved To A Home On Forest Dr. Then He
Became Our Primary Dispatcher 24 Hrs. A Day. He Did This For Many Y ears Without
Compensation, Then, Finally He Recelved A Stipend. Eventually He Did Receive A Salary.
There Was A Backup Dispatcher At The Home Of Joe And Eileen Rose. The Roses Lived On
Forest Dr. Close To Barney. When They Recelved A Fire Call They Would Radio Dispatch The
Call To Our Firefighters And Also Set Off The Sirens On The Fire Stations.

In 1968 All Emergencies, Fire And Police, Started Being Dispatched From A Base
Headquartered At The Beavercreek Police Station On N. Central Dr.
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CONCLUSION OF THE HISTORY

In the history of the volunteer fire department, | would be remiss in not recognizing the
wives and all family members of the volunteers. They sacrificed themselves by giving of their
time and labor. They helped by serving food and quenching their thirst when the firefighters
fought fires. The wives also had to be both mom and dad at the worst of times, like during
floods and blizzards. Dad was out helping others instead of caring for the safety of his family.

| would also like to give credit to my own wife and children for their sacrifices during the
yearsthat | was on the fire department.

I’m sure that dates, times and places could be challenged, but thisis to the best of my
memory after being retired 14 years.

(Signed) Trebor Bud Crawford

Beavercreek Fire Chief, Retired
February 4, 1994
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